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The second annual ñNortheast Ohio Masonic Night 

with the Indiansò will take place at Progressive Field on 

Friday, August 21st.  The Indians will square off against 

the Seattle Mariners, beginning at 7:05 p.m.  

Most Worshipful Brother Charles R. Murphy, Grand 

Master, will throw out the first pitch. 

After the game, the Indians will present a fireworks 

extravaganza accompanied by music. 

Tickets for the game are available from any officer of 

the Cuyahoga County Blue Lodge Association, the 

Lorain County Blue Lodge Association or the Scottish 

Rite Valley of Cleveland for $15 each. RWB Robert 

Hager of Collinwood Lodge has a supply of tickets for 

sale. 

Come out to the ball park and enjoy a night of fun 

and fellowship with our brethren and families! 

Collinwood Takes 1st Place in 22nd District 

 For Traveling and Ritual Work 

Collinwood Lodge was honored at the annual 22nd District Awards Night in Elyria on June 

30, by receiving the first-place awards for traveling, and for ritualistic excellence in the Master 

Mason degree. WB Todd Vargo accepted the awards on behalf of the Lodge. 

Collinwood earned the traveling award by attending all 33 of the inspections in the 22nd Dis-

trict this year. An average of 4.5 members from our Lodge attended every inspection. The competition, which 

is usually hotly contested,  was not even close, as the second-place Lodge, Charles T. RaymerðCovenant 

#683,  only attended 17 inspections. 

Brother Jason Miskiewicz, our Senior Deacon, coordinated the traveling efforts for the Lodge this year. 

The Lodge was also awarded first place for the ritual work done at our inspection in the Master Mason de-

gree.  The award was presented to the Lodge by RWB Phillip W. Smith, our District Deputy Grand Master. 

WB Todd Vargo was proud to accept the award; he stated that he wanted to give the candidate, his son Jer-

emy Vargo, the best degree  possible.  This award confirmed that we certainly accomplished that goal.  Collin-

wood was one of only a very few Lodges in the District who conferred the Master Mason degree with a cast 

made up entirely of its own members. 

Northeast Ohio Masonic  ñNight With the Indiansò Coming Aug. 21st  

MWB Ron Winnett threw out the opening pitch 

at last yearôs gameðwill MWB Murphyôs first 

pitch be a strike? Find out at this yearôs game! 



From the East 
By Todd Vargo, Worshipful Master 

 

This has been an exciting year so far. Since our last 

Kernels we had a good time at our Valentines Day 

Dinner Dance, featuring music from our own brother 

(and DJ), Todd Schroeder. We opened our doors to 

the public in a statewide Masonic Open House which 

sparked some interest in our community. We had edu-

cational programs from Scottish Rite Hospitals, the 

Philalathes Society and even a Masonic Jeopardy 

game. Several members attended the Grand Masterôs 

Reception as well as helped put on the Master Mason 

degree at the Grand Masterôs One-Day Class. We re-

ceived first place awards for best Master Mason de-

gree and the District Traveling Award. 

All that and we still have much work to do. Our 

Lodge Picnic, Railroad Night, Masonic Night at Pro-

gressive Field with more degree work to confer before 

our annual meeting in November. But on a more per-

sonal note, I thank all of the brethren who helped to 

put on the best Master Mason degree my son could 

have received at our annual inspection. It touches a 

man's heart to raise his own son to the sublime degree 

of Master Mason, but to accept an award for doing it 

is priceless. It is your friendship and dedication that 

makes this fraternity the greatest in the world and I 

thank you all! 

What Is the York Rite? 
 

In this issue of the Kernels, we announced 

that three Collinwood members are presid-

ing over York Rite bodies: Bill Mehle, over 

a Royal Arch Chapter, Bob Hager over a 

Council of Royal and Select Masons and Suat Aricanli 

over a Commandery of Knights Templar.  York Rite 

Masons consider the Blue Lodge a York Rite body, so 

Todd Vargo, as Worshipful Master of Collinwood, 

also presides in the York Rite. 

But what is the York Rite?  It is not a separate or-

ganization but actually an extension of Craft Masonry.  

It builds upon the lessons taught in the Master Mason 

Lodge, and expands the knowledge of that ancient in-

stitution. 

The Royal Arch Chapter confers four 

degrees.  The Mark Master degree con-

cerns the role of the Fellowcraft in the 

building of the temple.  The Past Master 

degree teaches how the Fellowcraft ad-

vanced to the East and why a Master wears a tyle. In 

the Most Excellent Master degree, the candidate par-

ticipates in the completion and dedication of the Tem-

ple.  The Royal Arch degree takes the candidate on a 

journey of 500 miles, and completes the Master Ma-

son degree, with the recovery of the Lost Word. 

The Council confers the degrees of 

Royal Master and Select Master.  In 

these degrees the candidate has a con-

versation with Hiram Abif and learns 

how and where the Masterôs Word was 

deposited, and journeys to King Solomonôs most re-

tired place.  An additional degree, the Super Excellent 

Master, explains in impressive fashion how King So-

lonôs Temple was destroyed, and teaches the lessons 

of Faith, Friendship and Fidelity. 

The Commandery of Knights Templar 

confer three degrees or Orders.  The Or-

der of the Red Cross emphasizes the les-

son of Truth.  The Order of Malta is a his-

torical Order which teaches the lessons of 

humility and faith.  In the Order of the Temple, one of  

[continued on page 7] 

Meet Our New Membersð 

David Mansour 
 

One of our newest members, David A. Mansour 

was raised in the Grand Masterôs Class on June 13.  

After graduating from Villa Angela St. Joseph High 

School, David joined the army, where he was an MP 

for 4 years, then spent another 5-1/2 years in Special 

Operations as a Psychological Warfare Specialist. He 

spent many years overseas, including two in Iraq. 

David is a Commercial Claims Manager with 

Wells Fargo in Cleveland. He currently lives in 

Euclid. His interests include Masonry, cars, com-

puters, reading, the outdoors and work. 

He hopes to find ñbrotherhood, friendship, guid-

ance, and a higher level of understandingò in Collin-

wood Lodge. In the Masonic fraternity he is looking 

forward to more education, self development. success, 

and  more life experience 

Please welcome David to our Lodge when you see 

him! 



 

ñA Masonôs Ladyôs Adventureò 
~ or ~  

ñWhy Travel to the  

Special Olympics Opening?ò 
 

by  Del Hager 
 

If you ever want to see Masons at their best, you 

donôt have to travel far.  Just take the fourth Friday 

afternoon in June off and travel down to Jesse Owens 

Stadium in Columbus Ohio to witness the opening of 

the Ohio Special Olympics. 
 

While traveling with Don Van Horn and Bob this 

year, I experienced a day with many exciting mo-

ments.  The first is the anticipation of what the design 

will be on the Special Olympics ball cap and pin that 

is only received by Masons who travel to the games.  

Each year the Grand Master designs a special hat and 

pin for this very special day.  I think the guys were 

out of the car before it was placed into park!  I know 

that these ball caps are worn with pride. Just ask first 

time participant Jack Guritza to show you his hat or 

pin and Iôm sure heôll be happy to share his experi-

ence with you. 
 

It is wonderful to talk with everyone and each 

year new Masonic friends are made as you mill 

around while they are waiting to line up. I had the 

honor of taking pictures and had fun capturing the 

spirit of this event. 
 

It is very enjoyable to watch the athletes as they 

get ready to line up to march into the stadium.  I 

watched as many of the groups walked by the unlit 

torch and showed excitement at seeing the colorful 

balloons that would be released once the torch is lit.  

The look and feel of their excitement is truly reason 

enough to make the trip each year. 
 

My breath was taken away as I watched the Color 

Guard followed by the Grand Lodge make their way 

into the stadium (behind a check for $205,000).  

Then in came the athletes with their coaches.  One 

special moment Iôll remember from this year is when 

one group came in carrying signs that read ñMasons 

Rockò and ñThank you Masonsò! 
 

After everyone was in place, the ceremony be-

gané.and if you want to know more, youôll just have 

to travel with us next year!  This is one event I plan 

to never miss. 

Masons line up for the opening ceremoniesð 

thatôs one big check! 

Jack Guritza and Don Van Horn wave to an  

appreciative crowd 

ñMasons Rock!ò  ñThank you, Masons!ò 


